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The DOWNPASS Standard has been developed in 2016 
and entered into forces as from January 1, 2017. 
The first audits were completed in spring 2017. 
The demand in the industry for audited down and 
feathers has increased significantly. The same applies 
to the retailers reflecting the growing demand 
among the end users.

Even though it is a quite new seal, the DOWNPASS is the 
most widespread zero tolerance standard in the bedding 

industry for the ethical sourcing of down and 
feathers and it has also a significant share in the 
fashion market. Its USP is the combination of animal 
welfare and quality issues.

Animal Welfare – Promises we keep

Zero tolerance standard

• No live plucking
• No filling material from the foie gras production
• Controlled rearing
• Mother geese audits as a new option
• Combination of announced and unannounced on-site audits
• In high-risk areas yearly 100% farm coverage 

Quality Control – Quality we stand for

Highest quality

• Filling material according to high quality standards like:
– EN 12934, Class I or Class II (Europe)
– USA 2000 / ASTM 4522 (USA)
– Guide to the Labeling of Down and Feather 2000 (Canada)

• Mystery shopping
• Controlled by independent accredited test laboratories

Animal Welfare & Quality

Supporters & Stakeholders German Animal Welfare Organization (recommendation)            Four Paws
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Global dissemination: 
DOWNPASS audited farms and facilities · DOWNPASS products at PoS
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Development in figures
since the launch of the zero tolerance standard DOWNPASS in 2017

2017 2018 2019

Labels: Zero Tolerance Standard DOWNPASS 1,300,000 2,576,000 3,900,000

Hangtags: Zero Tolerance Standard DOWNPASS approx. 2,000,000 approx. 3,000,000

Total 4,576,000 6,900,000

Audited Farms

DOWNPASS labels and hangtags in the market (bedding / fashion / outdoor)

Audited Production Sites
2017 2018 2019

4,503 5,185 5,758

2017 2018 2019

209 337 409

Animals under surveillance (end of 2018) about 609 million birds (approx. 85% ducks, 15% geese)

Total volume of DOWNPASS certified down
2018 2019

Bedding labeled according to zero tolerance standard DOWNPASS 2,653.28 to 4,017.00 to 

Outdoor and fashion with hangtag according to zero tolerance standard DOWNPASS approx. 400 to 600 to

Total 3,053.28 to 4,617.00 to
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Database of manufacturers
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Online validation of certified products
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Point of contact and prompt reply for consumer communication

Do you have questions about the DOWNPASS
or would you like to cooperate?
Our team is here for you.
We look forward to your call or an e-mail.

DOWNPASS
Dr Juliane Hedderich
Thomas-Mann-Straße 9
55122 Mainz
Germany

Fon: + 49 (0) 6131 58 85 60
Fax: + 49 (0) 6131 58 85 615
E-Mail: info@downpass.com
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Trade show appearances & lectures

– Heimtextil, Germany 
– EOG European Outdoor Group (Global Responsible Down Stakeholder Roundtable)
– Intertextile Shanghai Home Textiles, China
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Certification bodies – Auditing organizations

Testing laboratories

IDFL
International Down and Feather
Testing Laboratory
[USA, Switzerland, China, 
Taiwan]

QTEC
Japan Textile Products
Quality and Technology Center
[Japan, China, Korea,
South-East Asia,
South Asia]

Wessling GmbH
[Hungary, Poland, France, China]

Mikrobiologie Krämer GmbH
[Germany]

IDFL
International Down and Feather
Testing Laboratory
[USA, Switzerland, China,
Taiwan]

QTEC
Japan Textile Products
Quality and Technology Center
[Japan, China, Korea,
South-East Asia,
South Asia]

Wessling GmbH
[Hungary, Poland, France, China]


